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WOODHAM FERRERS AND 
BICKNACRE PARISH COUNCIL 

A QUALITY COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING on 

 Tuesday 2
nd

 June 2009 at 20.00 at Bicknacre Memorial Village Hall, Bicknacre, Essex 

 = Expenditure decision           = A resolution to be made 

 

In Attendance: 

Cllr B. Arnold (in the chair) Cllr. L. Brett (Vice Chairman) Cllr. C. Saltmarsh 
Cllr. A. Mair Cllr. M. Cottee Cllr. J. Saltmarsh 
Cllr G. Woricker Cllr R. Blanks Clerk of the Council 
Cllr. R. Poulter (CBC) Cllr. Wilkin  

 

09/19. Declaration of Interests 
None 
 

09/20.  Apologies 
None – all present. 
 

09/21. Minutes 
The Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of 5

th
 May 2009 were approved and signed. 

Cllr J. Saltmarsh highlighted a minor error in item 09/7 re the names of groups/Committees. 
Proposed: Cllr. C. Saltmarsh               Seconded: Cllr. K. Wilkin 
The Planning Committee Minutes of the 17

th
 March 2009 were approved and signed.  

Proposed: Cllr. C. Saltmarsh               Seconded: Cllr.A. Mair 
 
On the motion of the Chairman the meeting was adjourned for 15 minutes for a Council 
group photograph.  No public present.  
 

09/22. 
Accounts  

The Council undertook the 4
th
 Quarter Budget Review and the report which highlighted there were 

no areas for concern.  The figures were accepted by the Council. 
Proposed:Cllr. R. Blanks                                                   Seconded:  Cllr. C. Saltmarsh 
The Clerk reported (provisional) year end figures, to be confirmed in July and to also be used in 
the Financial section of the 2009 Annual Report.  The Clerk requested that Cllr. Woricker does not 
visit her home address to delivery Petty Cash and that it be taken to the PC Office where the safe 
is located.  The VAT return totaling £7616.99 was to be sent asap.  Members approved the 
following cheques for payment:  
 

 
Cheque 
No. 

Payment to: Amount £ VAT 
 £  

104548 R.C. Landforce Ltd – Greenkeeper for May 09 462.88 60.38 

104549 Cllr C. Saltmarsh – Refund - Petrol for Costo to purchase safe for office 44.02  

104550 Allcrates, Danbury – Parish Council records storage 46.00 6.00 

104551 Bicknacre Memorial Village Hall – Hiring Fees 67.08  

104552 Jaytrade Ltd – Cleaning products for Lodge Road 18.35 2.40 

104553 Deans – Bark for Lodge Road Playing Area 286.04 37.20 

104554 Priory Primary School – Hire of Hall for Annual Parish Meeting 1/5/09 60.00  

104555 Woodham Ferrers Village Hall – Hire of Parish Council Office 
(Jul/Aug/Sep 2009) 

265.00  

104556 E-On – Electricity Priory Fields 138.75 6.61 

104557 A to Z Stationery (Copying Paper) 119.17 15.54 
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104558 i4c Publicity – Councillor Badges x 2  55.08 7.19 

104559 Applied Image – Youth Council Disco Banner 23.00 3.00 

104560 Applied Image – Sign for play equipment at The Hooe (under 3 years) 17.25 2.25 

BACS Mrs K Kuderovitch – Refreshments for Annual Parish Meeting  16.15  

D/D  6
th
 May 09 Canon UK – Photocopying 9/12/08 – 08-03-09 2341.08 305.36 

  3959.85 445.93 

 
Salaries: 

Cheque No. 
 

Payment to Amount £ VAT £ 

BACS Mrs K Kuderovitch – May  2009 Salary  
 
 
 
 
 

£2131.70 

 

BACS Mrs K. Kuderovitch – Mileage for May 2009  

BACS Mrs M. Webdale – The Hooe 

104561 Inland Revenue – Clerks Tax & NIC for April 

104562 Inland Revenue – Underpayment of £110.83 from 
March 2009 – highlighted by Internal Auditors report 
(£316.25 s/b £427.08) 

104563 Mrs S. Marsh – Gatekeeper – Lodge Road  

BACS Mrs N. Ovel – Cleaning at Lodge Road  

104564 Mr A.L. Manthorpe –Post Office Survey/ 

104565 Mrs L Arnold - Post Office Survey 

104566 Mr A Ryce - Post Office Survey 

104567 Mr T Cornell - Post Office Survey 

The following cheques were raised as they had been received whilst the Clerk was on holiday 

104568 EALC – Training 108.00  

104569 TAX Assist – Internal Auditor 360.81 47.06 

104570 E-On Lodge Road 48.47 2.31 

104571 BT Mobile – 1 x mobile phone 22.53 4.70 

104572 RC Landforce – Opening at Priory Fields 402.50 52.50 

  942.31 106.57 

 

Date Balance of all accounts held Amount 
£ 

30/4/09 Barclays Community Account 26,754.94 
26,748.77 30/4/09 Barclays Bonus Account 

 
Funds Transfer: 
6

th
 May 09   Debit Community Account/Credit Business Bonus Account  £8432.09 

 
Income received since last PC Meeting: 
 
19/5/09   Woodham Radars 3

rd
 Instalment Pitch Fees    £91.34 

  
09/23.  
 

Planning - No planning applications were considered.   The Clerk reported a letter received from 
ECC re an environmental issue at a property in Woodham Ferrers and that a temporary stop notice 
had been issued.  The Clerk informed the Council this was probably the result of an anonymous 
letter received by the Council and reported in April 2009. 
 

09/24. Richard Poulter CBC 
Cllr. Poulter gave an update. 
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09/25. Friends of Priory Fields 
Cllr. Woricker gave an update which included the groups concerns re the planning permission 
granted to the BCP group and the subject of football fields. The Chairman gave details of a letter 
received and expressed disappointment to receive such a letter, and would have preferred the 
opportunity of a meeting to discuss any problems. The issue was debated and it was resolved for 
the Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Chairman of FOPF, Richard Poulter, the Chairman and the 
Clerk (as had been happening previously on an as and when basis) to resolve any concerns. 
  

09/26.  
Possible re-opening of Bicknacre Post Office   

The Clerk gave provisional figures of the survey which had a 33% response.  The survey was very 
positive and the Clerk would collate the results and circulate to the Council and ECC Graham 
Simmons asap.  Information would also be in the Parish Council Annual Report. 
 

09/27. Land Registry 
The Clerk gave an update that all deeds held by the PC were to be sent to the Land Registry and 
any areas not covered would then be investigated.  Cllr. Poulter offered his assistance.  The Clerk 
to arrange a meeting with Cllr. J. Saltmarsh, Cllr. G. Woricker, Cllr. R. Poulter and herself asap 
. 

09/28. 
 

Village Design Statement 
The Clerk recommended the Council consider producing a VDS for Woodham Ferrers & Bicknacre 
and explained the benefits.  It was resolved to ask the Field Officer @ CBC to give a free of charge 
presentation to the Council in order they may consider the project. Clerk to arrange. 
  

09/29. Affordable Housing 
The Clerk reported that site surveys had been returned to Hastoe and that a response was 
imminent. 
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09/30. General Village Reports/Correspondence (to include Field Reports - Priory/Hooe/Lodge 

Road & Village Hall)  Reps to report any incidents or problems.    

Cllr. M. Cottee reported that WFVH Committee were concerned about the size of the sign adjacent 
to the PC Office.  It was discussed and resolved that it would be moved asap but the Council could 
not justify purchasing a new one. 
The Rospa inspection was briefly discussed – a full report analysis in July 09. 
The Hooe entrance situation had been resolved by the Maintenance Contractor. 
Solar Lighting for the new shelters at the Brewers Arms & Ormonds Crescent were discussed and 
agreed at a cost of £1800 per shelter (from the ECC Grant).   
Proposed: Cllr. A. Mair                    Seconded: Cllr. M. Cottee 
Also agreed was £450 for a new bin at The White Swan shelter. 
Proposed: Cllr. C. Saltmarsh               Seconded: Cllr. A. Mair 
(Cllr. G. Woricker wished it to be noted that he was not in agreement as he had concerns it would 
be set on fire). 
Cllr. J. Saltmarsh reported a faulty dog bin by The Priory Primary School. 
 
Cllr. Wilkin gave his report and recommendations following a meeting with CBC with regard to the 
Bicknacre Village Green.  The report included ideas for cutting, flower pots, benches and general 
maintenance.  The Council resolved to consider again in July.  The Clerk to make enquiries re 
insurance and prices of benches. 
 
Cllr. C. Saltmarsh gave an update and Members agreed with the recommendations discussed with 
Norman Robinson at a meeting on 12

th
 May (re Peartree Lane, White Swan & Priory 

Corner/Bennett junction at end Peartree Lane) and the expenditure was agreed from the funds 
originally allocated.  E-Mail to Norman Robinson. 
Proposed: Cllr. C. Saltmarsh                            Seconded:  Cllr. K. Wilkin 
The Chairman requested all Councillors to write a short article on themselves (200 words) for the 
Annual Parish Report and to have this to the Clerk by Thursday 5

th
 June 09. 

The expense of the Annual Report and Newsletter was discussed and the Clerk had met with 
Canon (who had previously mis-informed the Council) in order that the next edition was produced 
as economically as possible.  The approx. cost was now down to £500 for a 20 page document (4 
pages in colour).  The Council would continue to offer advertisements to reduce this cost further.  
Cllr. G. Woricker wished it to be noted that he did not agree with the expense.  The Chairman 
advised that the report/newsletter had to be produced as part of the Quality Status. 
Bus Shelters – the Clerk to check re insurance. 
 

09/31. Standing Order – Complaints/Confidential & Fixed Asset Register 
All documents were reviewed and agreed. 
 

09/32. 
Power of Well Being   

Council considered the documentation produced and resolved to consider again in October 2009 
once for information was available. 
 

09/32. Training 
Members gave feedback from recent courses and a Training Program of Intent to be worked on by 
Cllr. C. Saltmarsh (supplied by the Clerk). 
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09/33.. Parish Council Calendar 
The Chairman requested that all Councillors attend the Bicknacre Festival on the 4

th
 July. 

Council considered the option of Council recess in August and resolved this to commence in 2009.  
Web site and notice boards to be updated. 
Proposed:     Cllr. C. Saltmarsh                        Seconded: Cllr. K.Wilkin. 
 
 

 
FOPF meet 2

nd
 Wednesday of each month. 

 
Meeting finished at 10.25pm 
 
 
………………………………… 
K. Kuderovitch 
8.6.09 
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